Acdepted oy 19, 1944
File Fo. 143%2-13

REPOKT OF THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS EOARD
on the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Aircraft
Durang 2 Local Practice Flight

Instructor Arthur David Bright and his student, Rodney Foster Wiggin
were fatally injured in an 2ccident which occurred at Lockwood Aarport,
Frankfort, Indiana, about 10+20 a.m. on November 2, 19,3, Braght held
a commercizl pilot certificate with single-engine lend, 0-240 h.p. and
flight instructor ratings. He had flown approximetely 2294 solo hours,
about 600 of which were in the type airvlone involved. liggin, o War
Tra:nirg Service Navy ftrainee, hela a student pilot certificnte and had
flowm =zpproximstely 268 hours. The aireraft, o “jaco UPF-7, 17 32191,
owned by the Defense Plant Corporation and being operated by . rdue
aerontutical Corporation, wns destroyed by impact and fire.

Bright #nd "Niggain, cccommonied by two other planes, took or” from
Purdue Arrport, West Iafryette, Indinns, about © 15 a.m., Tte pracrice
forration flying 1n an avea appreximatvely 3 miles northerst of the -ir-
port. About L5 minutes later, the formotion landed =t Lockwood Alr ari,
sorne 12 miles southeast of the assigned proctice arec., After they h.d
becn on the ground about 15 minutes, Bright and viggin took off ond
climped Lo on altitude of approximetely 1000 feet, then cescended 1n a
moderate dive to about 75 feet above the eirport, This maneuver was
followed by © shallow climb which continued until the airpl-ne had
reached an altitude of approximetely 200 feet. At this point what
asppeared to be a slow rol: to the leftv wns started. FHowever, when the
plene wes just post the inverted position 1%t noscd down into ~ diving
turn to the right. The right vang struce the ground and the ~arercft
cartwheelcd sbout 30 feot, then ourst inte flamcs.

The zirplane was so conpletely demolished by inpret and fire that
litile could be determinced as to its conditlon prior to the azccident.
The manner in which the mcéal propueller tlades were wwisted indaented
that power wos boing developed ot the Tirme of 1mprct. Dunl controls
were 1nstnllcd ~nd operative, The flight wos witnessed by seversl
competint cbservers, scvernl of whom cxpressed the opinion that frilure
of any part of the aireraft prior fo imp-ct wrs vory improhatle.

This accident was due to the pilot's poor judgnent anc flying
technique which resulted in loss of control of the plene dur. ng
acrobatiec mrneuvers nerformed -t a dangerously low cltitude.
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